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would serve no useful end. My readers will compre-
hend, furthermore, the feelings that impel me to bow in
silence before a calamity which has overwhelmed, not
only the Empress, but also the wife and mother, and
which perhaps has been even more horrible than reported
at first.
I feel more at ease in offering the tribute of an un-
reserved admiration to the mother of Nicholas IL, the
Dowager Empress Maria Feodorowna. Her charm, her
goodness and her gracious demeanour illumined the
rather sombre reign of Alexander IIL, and she was able
to create an atmosphere at Court that sometimes molli-
fied the most persistent criticism of that Sovereign's
excessive absolutism. Since the fall of the monarchy
in Russia she has been reproached for having tried to keep
her son too long in leading strings, and for giving her
support to the counsellors of his father when they
smothered the slightest inclination on the part of
Nicholas IL to free himself from his father's precepts.
Without denying this accusation, I cannot agree that any
blame attaches to the Empress Maria Feodorowna;
she knew the vacillating nature of the young Emperor,
and his lack of preparation for his task of governing the
Empire. It was only natural that she should seek, at
the beginning of his reign, to preserve his respect for the
traditions left by his father, whose powerful personality
had dominated in the most absolute manner all those
who came in contact with him. But we have seen that,
when she came to understand the danger that the con-
tinuance of those traditions involved for the monarchy,
she did not hesitate to advise her son to make reasonable
concessions, and she helped to save the situation in 1905.
When other influences had prevailed over hers in the
councils of the Emperor Nicholas, there was nothing for